Introductory Notefor Attending Health Care Professionals

The Ethical Protocols for Attending Health Care Professionals have been
developed to facilitate discusson between nursng homes and attending hedth
cae professonds.  “Attending hedth professonds’ incdudes dl those who vist
the home to ddiver professona hedth care, such as medica professonds,
goecidist nurses, dieticians, occupdtiona therapists, and physotherapists. The
care rdationship is between the attending hedth professond and the resdent and
his or her representatives for medicd treatment if the resdent is not competent.
Often the decisons and advice of attending hedth professonds are for care thet is
implemented by the provider, nursng and other staff.

It is vitd that there be a dear undergtanding between the attending hedth
professond and the daff. Documentation of medica decisons and advice is
most important. To avoid misunderstanding and inefficiencies, the terms usd
need to be unambiguous. It is hdpful if there are standard ways of recording
ingructions on matters of ethicd sengtivity.



